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Abstract 
This research work examines the twenty-first century’s women rights violations in Nigeria. It 
argued that culture and other factors such as government, terrorism, and illiteracy are the major 
obstacles to women right achievement in Nigeria. Terrorism being a recent phenomenon has 
violated the rights of a number of Nigerian women through kidnap and compel to suicide 
bombing. Likewise, the government’s neglect to implement human right laws especially those 
laws protecting women rights, as well as its neglect to build a strong and working judiciary to 
defend the women’s right and also punish the violators has made the government part of the 
obstacle to women rights achievement. After expounding on the obstacles and how they have 
impeded women rights achievement, this research further listed and elaborated on the three 
women rights violations persistent in Nigeria in the twenty-first century which are; rape and 
defilement, Female Genital Mutilation and Early Marriage. A secondary source of data is used 
for the analysis and discussions in this research paper, which are majorly published journals, E-
books, hard copy books, newspapers, etc. 
这项研究工作考查了二十一世纪尼日利亚侵犯妇女权利的问题。文章认为，尼日利亚
文化和其他因素，如政府、恐怖主义和教育程度低下，是实现妇女权利的主要障碍。近来
频发的恐怖主义比如绑架或唆使自杀性爆炸，已经侵犯了部分尼日利亚妇女权利。同样
地，政府忽视执行人权法，尤其是保护妇女权利的法律，同时也忽视建立一个强大、有效
的司法机构来捍卫妇女权利和惩罚侵犯者，这导致政府也成为实现妇女权利的障碍之一。
在详细论述这些障碍以及它们是如何阻碍妇女实现权利之后，文章进一步列举并阐述了二
十一世纪尼日利亚持续存在的三项侵犯妇女权利的行为，分别是强奸和猥亵、切割女性生
殖器官以及早婚。这篇研究论文用于分析和讨论的二手数据主要来源于公开发表的期刊、
电子图书、印刷版图书以及报纸等。 
Key words: women rights, women rights violation, international community, twenty-first century, 
Nigeria. 
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                                                      CHAPTER 1  
                                     Research Background 
1.1 Introduction 
 
This research seeks to examine the areas of women right violation in Nigeria in the twenty-first 
century. It is important to note that Women rights violation is not exclusive to Nigeria alone, as 
women in many countries are denied their basic human rights as women. Women rights issues 
have continued to draw global attentions, especially among human right advocates.  
Thus, women rights violations differ from country to country, as what may be seen as a violation 
in one country may not be seen as one in another.  A number of states whose laws are rooted in 
strong beliefs tend to violate women rights, given that their beliefs often guides their treatment 
towards women. For instance, religious and cultural beliefs have been highlighted as one of those 
obstacles to women rights as some cultures and religions have continued to exhibit certain laws 
which are against the rights of women. This is evidence in the works of Okin and Bahar, 
violation of women rights they say sometimes go unrecognized, improperly addressed or done 
under the excuse of some practices such as culture, patriarchy, etc. (Bahar, 1996, Okin 1998). 
Women right is a branch of human right, therefore, women rights violations are invariably the 
violations of the fundamental human rights. Women rights are those rights entitled to women and 
girls as members of the society, usually bestowed natural and/or enshrine in the constitution of 
states guiding the involvement, freedom, and treatment of women in the society. Such rights as; 
right to education, the right to political participation, freedom from violence, freedom from 
discrimination of any kind, etc. 
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 Despite the effort of the Women right activist since its inception to ensure women rights 
protection and implementation, yet in the twenty-first century women rights have continued to be 
violated all over the world. Although some international human rights instruments specifically 
recognize the rights of women while forbidding its violation, yet in practice, violation of women 
still persist in all countries (Okin, 1998). For instance, the article 16 of the Universal 
Declarations of Human Rights (UDHR) states that ‘’Men and women of full age without any 
limitation due to race, nationality, religion have the right to marry and found family”. But this is 
contrary to what happens in reality. Likewise, Article 2 of UDHR emphasized on non-
discrimination in terms of race, color, sex, language, religion, political association, etc. in the 
entitlement of the declared rights and freedoms. Even though most of these international human 
rights instruments have been ratified by states, yet its implementation has been a big challenge 
for governments, as all states are struggling to protect and promote women rights. 
Undoubtedly, Nigeria have begun to experience some changes in some aspects of women rights 
since 1999 (when Nigeria became a democratic state), these changes include, an increment in 
women in media, socio- economic and political participation of women, etc. (Odiaka, 2013). All 
these improvements resulted from both the women right advocacy and the inclusion of women 
rights in international, regional and national laws respectively, yet these changes are nothing 
compared to the retained violation of women rights till the twentieth century. Especially because 
Nigeria’s constitutional history is deeply rooted in a Military regime where women were 
subordinated and were not put into consideration in the constitutional drafting. 
 Nigeria is one of the states that have signed and ratified most of the universally, as well as the 
regionally accepted human rights laws, yet the implementations of these rights are farfetched, as 
the rights of Nigerian women’s rights are still violated upon in the twenty-first (Odika,2013). 
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Unfortunately, women rights violations such as the restriction of girl-child education, early child 
marriage, female genital mutilation (FGM), widows maltreatment, women trafficking, rape and 
defilement, etc. have persisted in Nigeria in twenty-first century, given many other factors which 
are going to be treated in subsequent topics. 
Women rights violations was chosen as the focus of this work because there has been quite a 
number of evidence of women rights violation in Nigeria, among which are terrorism, 
government’s neglect to human rights implementation especially those laws binding women 
rights, ignorance on the part of women on what their right is or the legal procedures as well as its 
neglect to build a strong and working judiciary to defend the women and punish the violators has 
made the government part of the obstacle to women rights achievement. 
Nigeria is the country of the researcher and having lived and witnessed a number of women right 
abuses in Nigeria inspired the researcher to this case study. Nigeria being a country with strong 
beliefs have their beliefs influence in their treatment of women. This does not mean that the 
researcher is concluding that cultural beliefs are the only debilitating factor to human rights 
achievement. This research work would examine the place of beliefs and cultural practices in 
women rights violations in Nigeria in the twenty-first century. 
However, violations of women rights cannot be totally examined without identifying the major 
international human rights instruments which made provisions for women right as well as the 
Nigerian government’s response towards them. Because, the government is the regulating body 
in every society in charge of law making, implementation, and adjudication. This invariably 
implies that the government’s neglect to protect or ensure the enjoyment of human rights of its 
citizens, hence, violations of rights among the citizens or sometimes by the government herself. 
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This research work seeks to examine the persistence as well as the causes of women right 
violation in Nigeria in the twenty-first century. Since all the aspects of women rights violations 
cannot be treated in this work due to time and space factors, therefore, only three themes have 
been chosen as a guide in this research work which are female genital mutilation, sexual 
harassment, and early marriage. 
Surprisingly, early marriage still exist in all parts of Nigeria although prevalent in the Northern 
region, mainly because the area is highly populated by the Muslims, having their laws rooted in 
Sharia law1 and also their strong belief in early marriage of a girl-child2 (Pierce, 2007), which 
usually falls between the ages of 9 to 14.  As observed by Odiaka (2013), a girl-child could be 
betrothed to her husband from birth, thereby stripping her off the right to choose her own 
husband, as her parents or guardians have been authorized by Sharia law to take the decisions on 
her behalf. This belief contradicts with the article 23(3) of the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPR) which states that no marriage shall be entered into without the free 
and full consent of the intending spouses (United Nations Human Rights Office of the High 
Commissioner, 1996-2016). Nigeria being a signatory to this instrument, ought to have abolished 
such practices but, being that those part of the country where they are prevalent have their laws 
rooted in strong beliefs, the government, therefore takes little or no action to end such practices. 
Child bride is usually not recognized as women rights violation, but rather taken to be family 
matter which if intervened by the state is seen as intrude in private affairs. It is claimed that any 
                                                            
1 Sharia Law is an Islamic legal system derived from both Qur’an, Islam’s central text and fatwas which acts like a 
moral, legal and religious code for living that all Muslims should uphold, it aims to help Muslims understand how 
they should lead their everyday lives (BBC News, 7th May 2014). To this end, it is been applied in many different 
countries with high Muslim population. 
 
2 At puberty 
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
 
 
5 
 
sort of government interference or role complicates and infringes upon an individual’s economic 
freedom (Okin, 1998, Saba 1996).  
 
Sexual harassment of female is the second theme of this research. It has become of one the 
trending women rights violation issue in Nigeria’s twenty-first century. The vulnerability of a 
female child to rape starts from birth and likely to occur in every environment she finds herself 
which includes home, school, workplace, family, community, etc. Most times, either the cases 
are not properly investigated or the perpetrators go scot-free (Punch Newspaper, 4th June 2016).  
Female Genital Mutilation being the third theme of focus is practiced by those who have strong 
believe in certain cultural norms, depending on the part of Nigeria where it operates. This draws 
us back to one of the subs research questions which says; “Is culture actually one of the major 
causes of women right violations in the twenty-first century?” Will it be right to say that culture 
is one of the major obstacles to the realization of a society based on women freedom and non-
discrimination, a society where women will be seen as important, whom together with men can 
build a better the society?  
This research explores the nature of women rights system in Nigeria in the twenty-first century, 
therefore identifying those areas where women rights are constantly violated. It simultaneously 
investigates the role of international community, culture and Nigerian government in women 
rights, while also examining the major causes to twenty-first century’s women rights violations 
in Nigeria makes it a unique investigation from existing studies. This research will present a 
possible way forward to women right achievement in Nigeria. Due to time and space factors, this 
research work would base on Nigeria as its case study. Also, for more 
clarification, culture would be used in this work as comprising of both religious and traditional 
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